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SPRING PLANTING: ALMOST TIME 
INTRO: 

WITH THE ARRIVAL OF APRIL, FARMERS THROUGHOUT THE MAJOR 
AGRICULTURAL LANDS OF THE UNITED STATES ARE READY TO PLANT 
THEIR SUMMER GRAIN CROPS, FROM KANSAS CITY, ROD TURNBULL 
SENDS THIS REPORT: 

VOICE: 

MOST FARM CROPS GROWN IN THE UNITED STATES ARE PLANTED 
IN THE SPRING, THE PRINCIPAL EXCEPTION IS WINTER WHEAT, WHICH 
IS PLANTED IN THE FALL, NOW THAT SPRINGTIME HAS ARRIVED IN 
THE UNITED STATES, FARMERS SOON WILL BE IN THEIR FIELDS 
SEEDING THE SUMMER CROPS. IN FACT, SOE SEEDING ALREADY HAS 
BEEN DONE IN THE SOUTH. BEING SUCH A LARGE COUNTRY, THERE IS 
A WIDE RANGE OF WEATHER FROM SOUTH TO NORTH. IN THE SOUTHERN 
PART OF THE COUNTRY, SOME AREAS ALMOST NEVER HAVE FREEZING 
WEATHER, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME, TO THE FAR NORTH, EXTREMELY 
COLD WEATHER STILL IS PREVALENT. 

SO RIGHT NOW, IN THE EXTREME SOUTH, SOME OF THE CORN, 
COTTON AND GRAIN SORGHUM ALREADY HAVE BEEN PLANTED; WHILE 
UP NORTH, THE GROUND STILL IS SNOW-COVERED, AND BLIZZARD 
CONDITIONS MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR FARMERS WHOSE COWS ARE 
CALVING OR WHOSE SHEEP ARE PRODUCING NEW LAMBS, EVENTUALLY, 
OF COURSE, WARM WEATHER WILL PREVAIL ACROSS THE ENTIRE 
COUNTRY, EXCEPT FOR HIGH MOUNTAIN AREAS, AND FARMERS 


EVERYWHERE WILL BE ABLE TO PLANT THEIR CROPS. 
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THE MAIN SUMMER CROPS ARE CORN OR MAIZE, GRAIN SORGHUM, 
COTTON, SOYBEANS AND SPRING WHEAT, THE SPRING WHEAT, 
INCIDENTALLY, IS PLANTED ONLY IN THE NORTHERN PART OF THE 
UNITED STATES, AND THIS SEEDING USUALLY IS DONE BETWEEN THE 
MIDDLE OF APRIL AND THE MIDDLE OF MAY. MOST OF THE CORN AND 
SOYBEANS HARVESTED IN THE UNITED STATES COME FROM THE MIDDLE 
PART OF THE COUNTRY, KNOWN AS THE CORN BELT. PLANTING 
USUALLY STARTS IN THE CORN BELT IN LATE APRIL OR MAY AND 
CONTINUES INTO EARLY JUNE. SOMETIMES, IF RAINS INTERFERE 
WITH PLANTING, THE CORN SEEDING WILL CONTINUE INTO MIDDLE 
OR LATE JUNE. BUT AMERICAN FARHERS HAVE LEARNED FROM 
EXPERIENCE THAT THE EARLIER THEY CAN GET THE CORN PLANTED, 
THE BETTER, THE CORN THAT GETS THE EARLY START USUALLY 
YIELDS BETTER. SOYBEANS CAN BE PLANTED A LITTLE LATER 
THAN CORN AND STILL GIVE MAXIMUM YIELDS. THIS FACT BY ITSELF 
SOMETIMES DETERMINES HOW MUCH LAND WILL BE PLANTED TO CORN 
AND HOW MUCH TO SOYBEANS. BECAUSE IF WE HAVE A WET 
PLANTING SEASON, AND IF THE FARMER FEARS IT MAY BE GETTING 
TOO LATE TO PLANT CORN, HE WILL SWITCH THEN TO SOYBEANS. 

THIS YEAR IN THE CORN BELT, CONDITIONS CURRENTLY APPEAR 
TO BE IDEAL FOR EARLY PLANTING OF CORN. FARMERS ARE WELL 
AHEAD ON THEIR FIELD WORK, SO, UNLESS FROM NOW ON THERE IS 
A PERIOD OF BAD, RAINY WEATHER IN THE CORN BELT, THE 
SITUATION SEEMS TO BE DEVELOPING FOR A VERY EARLY PLANTING 
SEASON. FARMERS ALREADY HAVE INDICATED THEY WANT TO PLANT 
MORE CORN AND LESS SOYBEANS THIS YEAR. THEREFORE, AS MATTERS 
NOW STAND, IT LOOKS AS THOUGH THE FARMERS ARE GOING TO BE 
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ABLE TO GET THEIR CORN PLANTED CARLY OR ON TIMi; AND IF THEY 
DO, THEY ARE LIKELY TO PLANT A HUGE AREA, THEN, IF THE 
WEATHER COOPERATES THROUGH THE GROWING SEASON, AMERICAN 
FARMERS COULD THIS YEAR RAISE THE BIGGEST CORN CROP IN HISTORY. 
NATURALLY ONLY TIME WILL TELL, BECAUSE THE CRITICAL WEATHER 
PERIOD FOR CORN YIELDS IS JULY AND AUGUST. 
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